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BIOGRAFIAS DEL RVDO. DR. VICTOR M. MERCADO

POR.
IRIS MORALES DE MERCADO

Nacié el 17 de junio del 1927 en el Barrio Quebrada Grande de
Barranquitas. Sus padres fueron Marcelino Mercado y Juana |
Marrero. Victor es el segundo de cinco hermanos y cinco
hermanas. Su educacion elemental la realizé en las escuelas
publicas de su barrio. La escuela superior la realiz6 en la
Academia Bautista de Barranquitas.

Se gradu6 de bachillerato en Administracion Comercial de la [
Universidad de Puerto Rico en el 1955. Trabaj6é como supervisor [
de némina y contabilidad en la West Indies Tanning en Caguas &
1956-57. Luego fue supervisor de némina en la General Electric |
Corp. Del 1957-60 Su decisién al ministerio ocurrio el 7 de
febrero del 1960. Al otro dia renuncio su trabajo efectivo el 29 de &
julio para comenzar en el Seminario en agosto de ese mismo afio. Realizé su maestria
en divinidades en el Seminario Evangélico de Puerto Rico en el 1968. Fue ordenado al
Santo Ministerio en el 1968 en la Primera Iglesia Bautista de Santurce. Realizd
estudios hacia el doctorado en ministerios en Princeton Theological Seminary en NJ.
Recibi6 un doctorado honorifico en Teologia Latinoamericana de la Comunidad
Teologica de la ciudad de Méjico en 1992.

Trayectoria Ministerial

e Pastor Asociado en la Primera Iglesia Bautista de Caguas (1960-62).

e Pastor en Trujillo Alto, Carraizo y Saint Just (estas dos ultimas misiones hoy son
iglesias) y a la vez estudiaba en el Seminario Evangélico 1962-65.

e Pastor de la Primera Iglesia Bautista de Santurce 1965-1975. Alli desarroll6 un
ministerio con la comunidad donde participaron mas de 750 nifios/as jévenes y
padres en los diversos programas. Hubo un gran crecimiento en la membrecia
de la iglesia y sus actividades semanales.

e Director de Misiones de la Junta de Ministerios Internacionales (MIl) para
América Latina y el Caribe 1975-1992. Fue instrumento para expandir el trabajo
de M.l. a Baja California, Méjico, Santo Domingo, Costa Rica, Chile, Bolivia y
Brasil. Estos paises se suman a los ya existentes de Cuba, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Haiti y Méjico. Durante este ministerio fue miembro de Juntas del
Concilio Nacional de Iglesias en Estados Unidos, Concilio de Iglesias del Caribe
y América Latina y Concilio Mundial de Iglesias.

e Luego de jubilarse fue presidente del Concilio Ministerial de las IBPR por tres
afos y tesorero por tres afos. Fue senador del Concilio Ministerial ABC/USA
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representando la regién de Puerto Rico y en las reuniones de juntas y comités
correspondientes.

e Sus ultimos afios de vida los dedico a ser facilitador del grupo Unidos en
Ministerio del &rea Sur.

Victor contrajo matrimonio con Iris M. Morales en 1957. Ellos tienen dos hijos: Victor
Jr. y Luis Manuel, una hija Blanca Iris. Tienen tres nietas y un nieto. Todos los hijos y
nietos viven en Estados Unidos. EIl matrimonio y la familia han sido una bendicion
grande en el ministerio de esta pareja. Siempre su familia les ha acompafado en su
peregrinaje

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/30/09)
http://haitianministries.blogspot.com/2009/05/rip-victor-mercado-27-april-2009.html

Mercado earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree at the University of
Puerto Rico and worked for the General Electric Instrument Corporation before pursuing
his seminary training at the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico.

After seminary, Mercado served pastorates of churches in Caguas, Trujillo Alto,
and Santurce. He also served as the president and treasurer of the Baptist Convention
of Puerto Rico, served on the ABC Nominating Committee for several years, and held
various positions on the Evangelical Council of Puerto Rico.

In 1975, Mercado joined the board of American Baptist International Ministries as
area director for Latin America. He later served as the area director for the Caribbean.
His ministry focused on training leaders, strengthening congregations, encouraging
inclusivity, and pursuing interdenominational cooperation. He was passionate about a
holistic approach to evangelism and church growth, including prophetic and justice
concerns. In 1984, Mercado was named the associate director of the Overseas Division
of International Ministries.

In 1992, to honor his distinguished work in Latin America, Mercado received the
Arturo Parajon Order award—the highest distinction granted by the Baptist Convention
of Nicaragua. He received an honorary doctoral degree, “Honoris Causa”, in Latin
American Theology, from the Baptist Seminary of Mexico. He also received numerous
other honors and commendations from various American Baptist organizations,
including the Hispanic Caucus and the Baptist Churches of Puerto Rico.

When Mercado joined International Ministries, he commenting on how he viewed
his ministry in the ABC, saying, “I see my work as being an interpreter to American
Baptists, and of finding ways to help Hispanic people. Not all Hispanic people are alike;
each country and group has its differences, and we must learn about them.”

Mercado knew how to defend and give a privileged place to ABC mission
partners in Latin America and the Caribbean, where he was considered a champion of
their cause. He interpreted the missionary cause as key to liberation, integrity and
dignity.

Reid Trulson, executive director of International Ministries, said, "Victor was a
wonderful inspiration. His strong voice for justice was both powerful and prophetic. He
leaves a rich legacy of faith and leadership in the American Baptist Churches, and his
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work will continue to bless International Ministries and our partners for years to come.
He will be missed."

Said American Baptist General Secretary A. Roy Medley, “Rev. Mercado was a
tireless voice for economic and political justice. While his words were not always easy to
hear, they were always offered out of concern for the well-being of the poor and
oppressed, the health of the nations, and the integrity of the Church of Jesus Christ. It
was my personal privilege to have worked with Rev. Mercado when he served with
International Ministries and | with National Ministries. Through our conversations and
our work together, he stretched my thinking, deepened my concepts of justice, and
broadened my perspective. For this, | am forever grateful. We in the American Baptist

Churches were made a better denomination and better disciples of Jesus because of
Victor.”





