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st a t ehood f o r Por t o Ri c o .

Rema r k s made by Hon . Fe de r i c o De get a u , at the ban ­
quet offered to the Hon . Wi l l i a m J . Br ya n at Sa n
J ua n, Po r to Ri c o , on Ap r i l 9 , 19 10.

In co mpliance wi t h t he k in d inv i ta t i on of the toast master,

I am gl a d to express my satisfaction in hearing Gove r no r Co l t on

to re f er, as he d id , t o t he Pa n Ame r i ca n Uni ve r s i t y , j o i ni ng

himself to the as pirations rooted in the hi ghest nee ds of our

country.

".................. I do not belong to any of the local

parties because I believe in the need of an immetiate o rgani-

za tion of or to Ri co as an state of the American Uni o n , that is,

I believe in St a t ehood as an i mme diate exi ge nc y of t h e day , of

t he p r e s e nt moment , as a guarantee of to-day for the ec onomic

an d political intere st of Po r t o Ri c o . Equa l l y do I believe t hat

t he Un i t ed Stat e s ne eds to make a St a t e of Po r t o Ri co , in orde r

to carry out its ec onomic a nd poli tica l o l i cy , s pec i a l l y i n its

r elations Mt h r espect t o t he rest of t he Ame r i ca n conti nent.

The idea of Statehood f or Po r t o Ri CO, up to now, on l y a ppeared

upon ou r political horizon as an as pirati on for the futur e, as

a sub j ec t f or a c a demi ca l discussio n a nd both opti mi st and pe s -

si mist in Por t o Ri c o , be ca us e they hol d this v i ew of St a t ehood ,

refrain fro m strug gling for this princi ple a s a p r i nc i p l e of i m-

mediate realization.

As f o r t he po l i t i c s of the Cont ine nt a l sectio n of the United

St a t e s , I a m neither a Re pub l i ca n nor a De moc r a t . A s tiuggl e he r e



over a Je ffersonaian interpretation of t he Co ns t i t u t i on a ppea r s

to me a s p r ema t u r e an d injustifiable as the discussion of St at e­

hood a ppears to many of our states me n of the Island and of the

Cont i ne nt .

The g r ea t polit ical pa r t i e s ori ginated by J eff e r s o n an d by

Ha mi l t on see m to me the two wings of the Ame r i ca n Ea g l e .

Neve r t he l e s s , it mu s t not be thought that such a st ate of

affairs can long endure. I do not bel ie ve that the moment is far

distant when publ i c opinion in the Island wi l l clearl y see the

ne c e s s i ty of a definite po l i cy for the defense and stability of

its local intere sts, both political and economic. nd wi t h eqillU

clearness wi l l it see that it is the duty of our people to awaken

the public conscience on the other side o f the Gul f St r ea m to llie

attempted treason against humanity in the wr e s t i ng away from a

country of a million souls the privilege e njoye d fro m the dawn

of constitutional life: that of full pa r t i c i pa t i on in the direc­

tion and government of their common interests.

The formation of Po r t o Ri c o into a St a t e is a political fac­

tor equall y important to our local interests an d to the econom­

ical and p o l i t i ca l interests of the Un i t e d St a t e s .

The glorious missi on that awaits t his Island doe s not depend,

tha nk God , nor can it depend, upon our pr e s e nt near-si ghted local

po l i cy , nor upon the b l i ndne s s or lack of actual informati on of

the statesmen of the Continent. The glorious mi s s i o n that is

reserve d to Por t o Ri c o was wr i t t e n with eternal characters by
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Na t u r e when she determined our ge ograph i ca l pos i t io n l by the

Cr e a t or wh e n He det e r mi ne d our hist orical si gni fic a nc e.

The t wo races of the hemis phere have, gentlemen, a common

duty to fulfill. The realization of this duty in mome nt s of an­

guish for the human spirit led to the proclamation of the Mon r oe

doctrine, and thus the people of the Un i t ed St a t e s made a compact

wi t h civilization that they wou l d be powe r l e s s to obs e r v e wi t h­

out the intelli gent and enthusiastic cooperation of the inha b­

itants of the Southern half of the Cont i ne nt . Ot he r wi s e what is

really a common and hol y cause wou l d bec ome a viciating and degrad­

ing tutelage.

................................................... .............
When I picture the possibility of a federative or ga nization

of the RepUb l i c s of our hemisphere, I t hink t ha t when it becomes

a reality, Po r t o Ri c o mus t serve as a sort of Di s t r i c t of Columbi a,

the neutral zone wh e r e the gove rnme nt of the Fe de r a t i on of the

We s t e r n Hemi sphe r e may be carried on.

And we have not lost si ght of the de mands of the p r e s e nt ;

the political reality of to-day comes fro m the fulfill me nts of

the drea ms of passed g e n e rat i o n ~ fro m the dre amers of the . oma n

Cap i t o l i ne , to the dreamers of the Conve nt i on of Ph i l a de l ph i a ,

the human needs of the momen t spea k constantl y and in ma ny "Jay s

of this g l o r i ou s mission of our fatherland.

.................................. .............................
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One of t he grea t e s t b le ssI ng s of human i ty, ge nt l eme n , Is

that of its li mitati ons. No man can l i ve ha ppil y a nd a lone . The

gr e a t e r and more powerful he i s , the more he needs ot he rs i n his

life. The larger the tree is that s preads its mighty b r a nche s over

t he p l a i n , t he mor e wat e r it needs fr om t he earth t o i ncrease its

sa p, the mo r e li ght to col or its leaves a nd e name I its f l owe r s ,

the more beings desirous of f ood , to di s s emi na t e its fr uits.

Eve n fro m the na r r owe s t po i nt of v iew t h is law is ful fi lle d.

Howeve r vast t he territory of a Sta t e may be , God so drew the

form of the earth, that ma n cannot sorround hi mself by an impre g­

nab l e Ch inees e wa l l , either f o r t he me t eri a l def ens e of h i s li ve

or fo r t he a c comp lishme nt of natura l e nds. I n our c a se Por t o Rico

is as essential a pa r t of t he Un i t e d Sta t e s fro m the s t r a t eg i c

poi nt of vie w as it is fro m a n ec onomical or po l it i ca l one. As

f o r t he f i r s t l ink of uni on stablished by t he common de f e ns e , it

i s suffic ient t o cons i der how s e r io us l y t he East e rn coast of t he

Uni t e d St a t e s wou l d be threat ened if Po r t o Ri co s ho u l d f all i nto

t he hands of a $trong na val powe r .

From an economic po int of vie w Por t o Ri c o and the Uni t e d

St a t e s are no less necessary to each other. The Uni t ed St a t e s

for ms t he natu ral marke t f or the insular p r oduc t s and he wou l d be

b l i nd i ndeed who do not see that the commerce of the Ame r i ca n

Un i on nee ds a Sout he rn ou t l e t for its i mmense overproduction, the

indu s t r i a l c on gesti on of which wou l d re sult in a tremendou s cri­

sis.
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Ea c h blow of the pickaxe that falls in the Isthmus for the

opening of a new commercial route to the world Is a b low Llla~

s hould awaken the thoughtful f a r - s i gh t e d men of the Un i t ed S~tes

of America to this truth that is as clear as the li ght of the

tropical sky that i ns pires it.

And in spite of our regional modesty, this is not the first

time that the light of the Tr op i c s illuminates the political ho­

rizon of the United States in solemn moments, in the great cri­

sis of its portentous growth.

During the first days of American Independence, a n Ant i l ea n,

Ha mi l t on , the first constructive genius of the new hemisphere,

who inherited the thou ght of ristotle through the Latin mind of

Mont e s qu i e u , declared in a Cons t i t u t i on the sovereignty of the

people and the political liberty, organized a government of li m­

ited powers and separate functions, and distinguished the idea of

gove r nme nt and of State. This distincti on was discovered in our

day by Pr of e s s o r Bu rg e s s , thus establishing the j u s t i c e and as­

suring for that generation and for poste ri ty the g r e a t e s t b l e s ­

sing that the mind can conceive.

We are the direct inheritors of the race that in Rome ga ve

the world citize nship, fait h and civil law; in Genoa t he na ut i cal

br a i n that coul d trace over the $eas the route for find ing t he

continent so indispensable to t he equili brium of this hemisphere;

an d in Spa i n the hearts to un derstand an d follow Co l umbus . Ha ve

we then, in the Ant illes s pent this creative ener gy?
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Hi s t o r i c a l l y t his loved f atherland of our s is a s much

predestined to f ulf il a glorious end as we r e the Gr e ek i S l a n d s ,

in the Me d i t e r ra ne a n sea, predestined to d i s s emi na t e through t he

We s t e r n world the basic foundations of onr mod e r n civilizat ion.

nd this is a n eloquent f a c t that the pa s t te aches u s, i n spit e

of those in the Un i t e d Sta t e s hh o are so l i nd-minde d as t o

adopt II 10 Insular Sta t e s " as a motto. The syste ma tic ne gation of

the Insular States is formulated in the Eng l i sh lan gua ge, in the

language of the I ns u l a r St a t e that create d wi th it s blood and

its language the English Co l on i e s before whos e cradle as a St a t e

Spa n i s h noblemen offered their dou' loons and Fr enc h ca pt a in s the

steel blades of their swords.

The pe ople of Porto Ri c o , gentlemen, are a pe op l e of blood­

less history, faithfully symbolized by the lamb o n t heir shield.

They believe that their gr ea t e s t title to human respect is the

fact that they have developed their country - t h out darkening

their sky with a single cloud of hate, or shedding tea rs of blood

on their fertile soil.

Por t o Ric o, gentlemen, p r epa r ed by such a h ist ory, ha s been

formed by Pr ov i denc e as an i deal throne for the c on structive

la bors of pe a c e , which the future imposes upon us all, in Just

hgmage for the benefits of the past and Na t u r e ' s abundant gift s

to this detached p i e c e of the Ame r i ca n Cont inent.

But to unders tand how our people are capable of conceiving

and realizing such lofty aims, i t is necessary to recti f y an error
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made by many of those who visit us from the Uni t ed tates. It

is the supposition that there is great inequality here between

the men who have receive d a University education, or a broad gen­

eral culture, and the great ma s s of the people, who because of

deceitful appearance, is supposed to be in a state of pitiful ig­

norance and subjection.

This mistake is flattery and censure at the same time for

those of us who have received a university education. The flat­

tery ought not to be very great, because we can scarcely envy llie

unhappy Porto Ri can who would swell with complacency at the idea

of his personal merits appearing to foreigners as the result of

the needs and deficiencies of his own countr~~e n.

Rather should we fear the censure that may come to us for

haVing accepted an egoistic enjoyment of life, by our own care­

lessness or wickedness establishing so great an inequality be­

tween ourserlves and the masses of the people.

And this censure is so much the more to be feared as those

to whom this difference would most impress are p r ec i s e l y the best

and most altruistic among our visitors.

We Po r t o Ricans and mericans have mut ua l need of one another

in our common struggling for the good of humanity.

The affection felt for our country by the thoughtful men

of the continent and the sense of justice dominant there, con­

vinced me that the organization of our country as a State wi l l

be for us an easIer task, and one more close by at hand, than it



- 8-

i s today belie ved, e ither here or in the Un i t e d Sta t es . The or ­

ganization wi l l come as so on as pub l i c op i n ion here real i ze s t he

da nger to our i nterests in t he p resent pol it i ca l i ns t a bil i t y in

Por t o Ri co , a nd a s s oon as pub l ic op i n ion i n the No r t h , reali zes

the true idea of the Pan - ame r i ca n mi s sion i mpo se d upon the Un i t ed

Sta t e s . Fo r I re peat that t h is mission cannot be right full y fu l­

fille d if, in t he bos om of the Amer ican Uni on , not as a s t ol e n

ca ptive Sa b i ne of the Mode r n Rome , but as on e of the Sta t e s of

t hat sisterhood of Sta t es , the people of Po r t o Ri co b l e s s ed by

God wi t h the priVile ge of be i ng a ble to e xplain wi th her act an

wo r d s to the remaining pa r t of the hemi sphe r e , a nd to the r est

of t he world, t he i deal pol i t i ca l organ iza ti on s ta tut e d i n En­

lish wi t h t he maj e s t i ca l dr ape r y of t he Spa nish lan gua ge.


